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Read the text . Then answer the question below. 
 

Michael Madhusudan Dutt, popularly known as Madhusudan, was a celebrated 19th century Bengali poet 
and dramatist. He was born in Sagordari on the bank of the Kopotaksho River, a village in Keshabpur 
Upazila under Jessore district. 
From an early age, Dutt aspired to be an Englishman in form and manner. Though he was born in a 
sophisticated Hindu family, he   converted to Christianity as a young man, much to the ire of his family, and 
adopted the first  name  Michael. In  his childhood, he  was recognised by his teachers as a precious child 
with a gift of literary talent. His early exposure to English education and European literature at home and 
his college inspired him to imitate the English in taste, manners and intellect. 
Since his adolescence he started believing that he was born on the wrong side of the planet, and that his 
society was unable to appreciate his talent. He also believed that the West would be more receptive to his 
creative genius. 
Madhusudan was an ardent follower of the famous English poet Lord Byron. So after adopting Christianity, 
he went to Europe and started composing poems and plays in English. They showed his higher level of 
intellectual ability. However, he failed to gain the right appreciation. To his utter frustration he found that 
he was not esteemed as a native writer of English literature. Out of his frustration, he composed a sonnet 
in Bangla "Kopotaksha Nad" which earned him huge reputation in Bangla. Gradually he could realise that 
his true identity lay in Bengal and he was a sojourner in Europe. Afterwards he regretted his fascination for 
England and the West. He came back to Bengal and devoted himself to Bangla literature from this period. 
He has written the first Bangla epic Meghnad  Badh Kabya. 
Choose the best answer from the alternatives                                                                                                4×.5=2 
 
1.   a) Which of the following has the meaning closest to the word ‘ire’ in line 6? 

     i) derobe       ii) wrath               iii)frisk            iv)aggravate 
b) What does the clause ‘he was sojourner in Europe ‘ mean?  
   i) He was born in Europe  ii) He left Europe III) He was in Europe for a specific period of time  iv) He 

was accepted in Europe 
c) Which of the following best reflects Dutt’s character? 
    i) He followed other poets ii) He used to leave his family iii) He introduced a new style in Bengali 

Literature iv) He embraced Christianity 
d) what does the word ‘ardent’ in the text denote to?  
    i)fervent ii) plead   iii) redolent  iv) estuary 

 
2.   Fill in the gaps with a suitable word from the text.                                                                                    1×5=5 
Being --- (A)----- towards the English, Madhusudan Dutt took Christianity. Then he   ---(b)----- his first name 
Michael. When he was ___(c)-------, he became anxious of living in Bengal instead of Europe. So he went to 
Europe for the ---(d)------of his intellect. He did the best but failed to gain the right -----(e)--------. 
 
 
 
 



 
3.  Match the parts of sentences given in column A, B and C to write five complete sentences.            5×1=5 
 

Column A Column B Column C 

(a)Patriotism is a great 
virtue 

(i)to be fight against (i) themselves to work for the 
country. 

(b) It is such a virtue (ii)to be patriot and to be 
devoted 

(ii)  all oppressions that can hinder 
our progress. 

(c) Patriotism inspires us  (iii)that inspire children to 
prepare 

(iii) dream of a devoted nation. 

(d) So, we all should 
encourage our children 

(iv)without which we cannot (iv) to their respective duties and 
responsibilities. 

(e) Radio and Television (v)for which a citizen doesn’t 
hesitate 

(v) to shed the last drop of his 
blood. 

 
4. Put the following parts of the story in correct order to rewrite the whole story. Only the 

corresponding numbers of the sentences need to be written.                                                1  8 = 8 

(a) A tribe would not fight within itself, but quarrels went on between one tribe and another. 
(b) The members of each group would hunt together and also fight other groups over things they needed. 
(c) Soon, however, they came to see that it was useful to have some friends to help them. 
(d) Each, therefore, felt it necessary to grow larger and more powerful. 
(e) So, tribes began to join themselves together, or were swallowed up by some larger tribes. 
(f) Think of the first human beings, living in small scattered groups, each made up of a few families. 
(g) Therefore, they started to make friends with neighboring groups so that they might fight the other better. 
(h) Then these friends came to live together and formed larger bodies called tribes. 
 
 
 
 


