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1)  Read the passage. Then answer the questions below:     ^4 = 2 

Meherjan lives in a slum on the Sirajgonj Town Protection Embankment. Her Polythene-roofed shelter 

looks like a cage. She is nearly 45 but looks more than her age. In front of her shelter, she is trying to 

make a fire to cook the day's only meal. Her weak hands tremble as she adds some fallen leaves and 

straw to the fire. The whispering wind from the river Jamuna makes the fire unsteady. The dancing 

flames remind Meherjan of the turmoil in her life. Not long ago Meherjan had everything -- a family, 

cultivated land and cattle. The erosion of the Jamuna gradually consumed all her landed property. It 

finally claimed her only shelter during the last monsoon. It took the river only a day to devour Meher's 

house, trees, vegetable garden and the bamboo bush. She had a happy family once. Over the years, she 

lost her husband and her family to diseases that cruel hunger and poverty brought to the family. Now 

she is the only one left to live on with the loss and the pain. The greedy Jamuna has shattered her dreams 

and happiness. 

 

There are thousand other waiting to share the same fate like Meherjan. Bangladesh is a land of rivers, 

some of whose banks overflow or erode during monsoon. Erosion is a harsh reality for the people living 

along the river banks. During each monsoon many more villages are threatened by the mighty rivers 

like the Jamuna, the Padma and the Meghna. It is estimated that river erosion makes at least 1,00,000 

people homeless every year in Bangladesh. In fact, river erosion is one of the main dangers caused by 

climate change. If we can't take prompt actions to adapt to climate change, there will be thousands of 

more Meherjan in our and towns and villages every year. 

 

a)  Which word does not go with the meaning of 'harsh'?   

   (i) wry (ii) crank (iii) coarse (iv) subtle 

b)  Roaring rivers........................mean. 

(i) rivers that flow strongly making wild sounds  (ii) rivers having many rowing boats in them

 (iii) rivers that make people cry out         (iv) rivers that have noisy fishes 

c)  "Dancing of the flame".................................means. 

 (i) a traditional form of folk dance. (ii) a flame that makes people dance around it  

(iii) a flame that is made unstable by the blast of air. 

 (iv) a flame made by people to remember their pasts 

d)  The word 'estimate' mentioned in the passage means.................. 

 (i) verdict  (ii) view (iii) assessment (iv) justify 

 
2. Read the following text and fill in each gap with a suitable word based on the information of 

the text.           1^5 = 5

    

 Fish population is in serious danger from global warming. Climate change is increasing the water 

temperature in rivers, lakes and seas. This means there is less food and oxygen available for fish. It also 

means the fish may not grow fully and may have fewer offspring, Some fishes will become extinct if 

temperatures rise even by one or two degrees Celsius. 

Climate change increases the pressure on fish population. Fishes are one of the world's most valuable 

biological assets. Forty percent of people in the world eat fish as their main source of protein. If we fail 

to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, we will increase the pressures on fish. As a result, people who 

depend on fish will suffer from hunger and poverty. 

 



Fish is one of the most important (a)----------------. Many people of the world eat fish as the main 

source of protein. Many people also earn their living by (b) ----------------.  But they are not free from 

danger. Global warming is the major (c) ----------------for their extinction. Climate change bears a great 

effect on their lives. If global warming can not be (d) ----------------, the full growth of fish will be 

hindered. (e)------------ they won't be able to produce. If temperature goes on rising by one two degrees, 

fish may face extinction. 

 
3. Match the parts of sentences given in column 'A' 'B' and 'C' to write five complete sentences. 1^5 = 5 

Columna A Column B Column C 

(a) E-mail has brought about (i) cheaper than (i) this speedy mode of 

communication 

(b) Massages can be 

transmitted 

(ii) has become greatly 

dependent on 

(ii) in modern communication. 

(c) It is far (iii) especially in developing 

countries 

(iii) like ours. 

(d) Trade and commerce (iv) a revolution (iv) within seconds. 

(e) It has, however, not reached 

everyone 

(v) from one country to another (v) telephone calls. 

 

4. Put the following parts of the story in correct order to make the whole story. Only the 

corresponding numbers of the sentences need to be written.    1^8 = 8 

(a)  When asked, the youngest daughter said, 'Nothing'. 

(b) But first he wanted to know how much they loved him. 

(c) Being pleased, Lear gave each of them a third of his kingdom. 

(d) His eldest daughter declared, 'Sir, I love you more than I can say." 

(e) Long ago, there was a mighty old king of England named Lear who wanted to divide his 

kingdom among his three daughters. 

(f) At first Lear asked his eldest daughter, "How much do you love me?" 

(g) When asked, his second daughter said, "My love for you shell never change." 

(h) Lear was shocked and said, "Nothing will come of nothing." 

 


