in Japan, Canada, and the EU countries. The
US also has critical shortages of PSW. Bangla-
desh is uniquely set to capture a lion’s share of
the PSW market worldwide with the favorable
Image of Bangladeshi PSWs in the Western
World. Bangladesh can double their current
remittances with the capture of 10% of the PSW
markets. The competition is very low. All thatis
required is to train them with Spoken English
and a 15 days clinical and support activity train-
ing. This opportunity will not only stabilize our
foreign remittances but also is expected to
double the current remittance levels. COVID-19
has increased the markets potential of PSWs
around the globe. Bangladesh has put all their
eggs into the RMG sector. This is one of the
greatest risk factors that will haunt our economy
in the post Corona era as the sale of RMG is
bound to fall in the coming months. We already
have lost billions of dollars in the lost contracts
in the RMG sector and this trend is bound to
continue putting our economy in a tail spin.
Bangladesh needs to make drastic strategic
changes in the export oriented manufacturing
sectors during the post Corona era. The manu-
facturing sector needs to diversify with added
emphasis on the feeding Industries that add
value in the automotive sectors. Bengalis have
shown resilience in their skills in the automobile
spare parts production. They should now play a
key role at the economic recovery in the post
COVID era. Feeding Industry alone can change
the very architecture of our manufacturing
sectors. The Zinzira workshops and the
Machine Tools factory should focus on develop-
ing the spare parts, seat cushions, seat belts,
air bags and other needed accessories of the
automobile Industry and go into bulk contracts
with the German, American, and Chinese Car
makers to provide them with the aforemen-
tioned items. This expanded market alone not
only will make up for our losses in the RMG
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sector but also will bring added revenue.

Finally, the Banking Sector of Bangladesh is
going through a critical period with all the
default loans and liquidity crunch. This sector is
a major threat to the political and financial
stability of the country. If the current situations
persist, we can expect major social unrests in
the post COVID era. The Government needs to
step in with some stimulus packages to bailout
the Government Banks. The Banking sector
should be better regulated with the independent
bodies comprising of notable financial experts.
There is a need for Paradigm shift in the finan-
cial sectors. This shift should start with lowering
the interest rates at the banks, attracting
Foreign Direct Investments and a greater
opportunity to wash up the black money hold-
ings. Government should embark on labor
intensive projects to save the day labors and
the poor. At the same time, strategies need to
be proclaimed clearly so that all workforces
ensure preparing themselves as effective as
well as efficient at this stage for depreciation-
control.
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Md. Bablu Hossain
Senior Lecturer (English)

What is a Virtual Class?

A Virtual Class is a huge step in education sector.
It refers to a non-traditional interactive online class
organized by some apps like Zoom, Microsoft
Teams etc where tutors and students work together
simultaneously.

COVID-19 pandemic & closure of educational
institutions of the country:

COVID-19, originated in China, is devastating the
world. Spreading its clutches over almost all the
countries, the virus has already snatched away the
lives of about 15,77875 (as on 11-12-2020) people
throughout the world. Like other countries, the
wave of COVID-19 jolted Bangladesh first on 8th
March, 2020 when three persons were detected
COVID-19 positive. Observing the worsening
condition of COVID-19, Bangladesh Government
declared the closure of all types of educational
institutions of the country to protect the future
nation builders.

Launching online virtual classes of CPSCS:
Being segregated from beloved institution, the
students started passing monotonous confined life
at home. They started to break down inwardly.
Respected guardians also got anxious about the
deteriorating physical and psychological condition
of their children. Our respected far-sighted Princi-
pal sir, Lt. Col. Sazzad Hossain, psc, realized the
true condition of the students. So, prior to the Gov-
ernment decision of conducting online classes, he
played a pioneering role and launched online virtu-
al classes of CPSCS in April, 2020.

Impacts of virtual classes on the teachers:

As per the Government decision, teachers started
staying at home being segregated from students
and classroom. This was quite unbearable for
them. Virtual classes appeared to them as a bless-

IMPACTS OF
VIRTUAL CLASSES:

Perspective- Gantonment Public School & Gollege, Saidpur

ing. Attending virtual classes, they are in rhythm
now.

Impacts of virtual classes on the guardians:

The news of closure of the institution came to the
guardians as a bolt from the blue. They were at a
loss what to do. They were extremely anxious
about the academic progress of their children.
Virtual class was a solution to this anxiety. Now
the guardians are assured that the academic main-
stream of their children won’t be hampered.
Impacts of virtual classes on the students:
Positive Impacts:

(a) Mobilizing the academic activities:

The academic activities of the students are mobi-
lized by virtual classes. Everyday classes are being
taken by the teachers cordially. Home tasks are
being checked, different exams are also being
taken. Already Home Test-1 & 2, Promotion Test
of class XI, Question Banks and Pre-Test of class
X have been taken.

(b) Making the students disciplined:

Students have to attend the virtual classes everyday
in time. They have to do the home tasks and show
them to the teachers. Besides they have to partici-
pate in different examinations and submit the
answerscripts of question banks in time. All these
activities make them disciplined.

(c) Making the students confident by removing
depression:

Every week a virtual fun class is arranged by the
respective class teachers. In this class, students are
told to participate in various re-creational activities
like reciting poems, singing songs, making jokes
etc. These activities help students remove their
depression. They get rectified and confident.

(d) Helping the students communicate:

Virtual classes provide the students with an ample
opportunity to share their views, opinions and
judgements while engaging in a lively debate with
the teacher and classmates. This free sharing



removes confusions and makes them mentally
strong.

(e) Saving time for the students:

Our students now attend virtual classes staying at
home. They need not go to the institution. This
saves their time and money. They can apply this
saved time to study more.

(f) Helping the students be safe from Covid-19:

Virtual classes directly or indirectly keep the
students busy. They have to attend virtual classes
from 10 am to 1.30 pm. Then they have to do the
given home tasks. Besides they have to answer the
questions given in the question bank. Because of
doing all these works, they have to stay at home.
Staying at home saves them from being infected
with Covid-19.

Negative Impacts:

(a) Lacking face-to-face interaction:

Virtual classes lack direct communication with
the teacher. Eye-contact is considered a very
important factor but our students are deprived of
this opportunity.

(b) Unable to conduct practical classes:

Our students can not attend practical classes
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virtually. This barrier hampers their studies of
science- related subjects like Chemistry, Physics
and Biology.

(c) Unable to control the students directly:

A teacher loses his power to control the naughty
or indisciplined students directly in a virtual
class. Some students of this type, without being
motivated by the teacher directly, don’t attend
virtual classes sometimes.

(d) Unable to help the poor students:

Virtual classes require a PC or a Laptop or a Smart-
phone and a strong internet connection. Some of
our students of CPSCS ( not more than 10%) can’t
afford these requirements of virtual classes.

In fine, we can say that a virtual class is a long leap
from the traditional teaching system. It is the only
solution to our teaching problem during this
pandemic situation though it has some negative
impacts. Our students have already adjusted them-
selves with this blessing of technology. In sha
Allah, our respected Principal Sir will continue
these virtual classes till the Government’s declara-
tion of re-opening of educational institutions of the
country.
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